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“The dysfunction of  the present is the exception, not the rule--a 
small fraction of  our history. Evil, suffering, and death will end 

forever.” 
-Randy Alcorn, If  God is Good 

Revelation 21:4
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  I don’t know the answer to the problem of evil and suffering but I do know that its real 

and  I do know that God is faithful to His promises. Even though I don’t always feel this, I stand 

here before you clinging to the unchangeable character of the one who is who He says He is.

God is almighty, He is sovereign, He is good and He is with us. This seems like a paradox.  As 

David Hume asks, “Is [God] willing to prevent evil, but not able? then he is impotent. Is He able, 

but not willing? then he is malevolent. Is He both able and willing? whence then is evil?...”

 This is often cited as the logical problem of evil.  I am not interested in that.  I am 

interested in the existential problem of evil: the anguish one faces when one realizes 

unbelievers’ suffering... illness, rape, loss, hunger, abandonment, that those are not the end of the 

pain they feel or experience. There is an emptiness here on earth, a suffering that only gets worse 

with eternal damnation.

 The problem of evil and suffering is an ancient debate and one of the most prominent and 

weighty arguments against the authority of Christianity. “Richard Swinburne, writing of the 

Oxford Companion to Philosophy, says the problem of evil is ‘the most powerful objection to 

traditional theism.’”1 Likewise, German playwright Georg Buchner agrees, calling the problem 

of Evil “The rock of Atheism.”2 Furthermore, Randy Alcorn, in his book, If God is Good, 

reminds us the importance of discussing this so-called problem, “How we answer this book’s 

central question will radically affect how we see the world around us.”3
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1 Alcorn, Randy. If God is Good: Faith in the Midst of Suffering and Evil. (Colorado Springs: Multnomah Books, 
2009.) 11.

2 Alcorn, 11.

3 Alcorn, 2.



 Jonathan Edwards’ dissertation on The End for Which God Created the World points out a 

number of helpful insights into seeing God as bigger than we often have. As John Piper says, “It 

is about the greatness of God, not the significance of man. God made man small and the universe 

big to say something about himself.”4 Therefore we must start with God.  Edwards writes this 

dissertation as an argument against man’s happiness as the end of all creation, a popular view in 

his day. He shows that it is not man’s happiness but God’s glory which is the end. Because God 

is His own last end, chief end, and original ultimate end, He fully magnifies Himself and 

overflows into His creation, allowing them to rejoice to their greatest capacity. He works all 

things for the good of those who love Him5 and He has planned and purposed all things before 

time.6 Edwards demonstrates this both through logic and reason as well as Scripture. In chapter 

two of the dissertation, Edwards gives accounts from Scripture explaining the synonymousness 

of God’s glory and His names.7 

 I believe that the names of God are crucial for grasping His character, but more 

importantly for the fight to reconcile pain. It must first be established that God is trinitarian, 

He is three in one that existed before all of time. A union and relationship that is full, loving and 

completely faithful. God has displayed His faithfulness and love to His creation through the 

providence of His wisdom and insight.8 The following four names seem to be found most 

5

4 Piper, John. Don’t Waste Your Life. (Wheaton: Crossway, 2004.) 34.

5 Romans 8:28

6 Isaiah 46:9 

7 Edwards, Jonathan. Concerning The End To Which God Created The World. Boston: S. Kneeland: 1753. [156]

8 Ephesians 1:9 



prominent in the essential understanding of God’s benevolence toward mankind when dealing 

with the weight of suffering and pain. 

Jehovah-Naheh

 First and foremost, God is Jehovah-Naheh, a righteous judge. God is perfect, holy, set 

apart, full, complete, loving, giving, and in His fullness of benevolence, He must be righteous in 

His judgement. Jesus gives an example of this in Luke’s gospel with the unjust judge and the 

persistent widow.9 “For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither 

fear God nor respect man, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so 

that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’” And the Lord said, “Hear what the 

unrighteous judge says. And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? 

Will he delay long over them? I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily.” For God to be 

righteous He must not slip evil under the rug and He will not. He calls all men to come to Him10 

and for those who do, He pours His wrath on Jesus. For those who don’t, they will bear the wrath 

at judgement day, for the rest of eternity. He cannot and will not overlook sin because it is an 

offense to a perfect, holy God. Dr. John Piper, to bring comfort to the hurting, wrote a number of 

posts on the tragedy that took place in an elementary school in Newtown, Connecticut a year and 

a half ago. He began by reminding readers that we are all the same—in need of mercy, that we 

are deserving of God’s righteous wrath against sin that doesn’t just hurt others but is treason 

against a holy God. “So what we saw yesterday in the Newtown murders was a picture of the 
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seriousness of our own corruption. None of us escapes the charge of sinful anger and verbal 

venom.”11 Piper began with the evil of murder: “Murdering a human being is an assault on God. 

He made us in his own image. Destroying an image usually means you hate the imaged. 

Murdering God’s human image-bearer is not just murder. It’s treason—treason against the 

creator of the world.”12 He continued by reminding readers that when Jesus speaks of anger, it is 

not that hell is for the seriousness of the Murder of a man but the seriousness of it against God. 

“In the mind of Jesus—the mind of God—heartfelt verbal invective against God’s image is an 

assault on the infinite dignity of God, the infinite worth of God. It is, therefore, in Jesus’s mind, 

worthy of God’s righteous judgment.”13 God is righteous and will judge the living and the dead14 

for it is appointed unto man to die once and then comes judgement.15  God is either drawing you 

to Himself by conforming you to Christ,  or you are choosing to reject the risen savior and will 

suffer God’s wrath from death into eternity.

Jehovah Shammah and El’roi

  The second name of four is Jehovah Shammah. It means God is omnipresent, provider; 

He is there.16 El’Roi means God the strong one who sees all.17 This can feel troubling; it does for 
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11 Piper, John. “A Lesson For All From Newtown.” No pages. Cited 16 December 2013. Online:
http://www.desiringgod.org/blog/posts/a-lesson-for-all-from-newtown.

12 Piper, Lesson for All From Newtown.

13 Ibid.

14 2 Timothy 4:1

15 Hebrews 9:27 

16 Ezekiel 48:35, Matthew 28:20 

17 Genesis 16:13 
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some. Douglas Wilson shares his encounter with one of the such, mentioning a time with 

Christopher Hitchens during a compilation of debates on atheism. Wilson notes that two subject 

matters during the series would get a ‘robust’ rise out of Hitchens; the first being the 

substitutionary atonement of Christ and secondly, any affirmation of God being an ever-present 

Father. “Hitchens saw this latter doctrine as oppressive, as suffocating. God was everywhere, 

looking over ever shoulder and peering into every heart. This was for Hitchens nothing other 

than a nightmare cooked up by spiritual totalitarians- is the cosmos nothing more than a gigantic 

North Korea?” 18 For others it is more than a mere comfort—it is survival for life.  Not only is 

God aware,19 and present, He is also just in His grace. “If you then, who are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 

those who ask Him!”20 There is none forgotten, there is none he doesn’t see, there is none that 

isn’t provided for.21 

Jeho‘Ahaz

 The third name is Jeho‘Ahaz, God our sustainer.22 God made all things for Himself, to 

Himself, through Himself and upholds it all by the word of His power.23 God created all things; 

therefore, God makes the rules and sets reality for the created. As Joni Eareckson-Tada has 
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18 Wilson, 47-48.

19 1 John 3:19-20

20 Luke 11:13

21 Matthew 5:45

22 Colossians:1:17

23 Hebrews 1:3, Psalm 63:8, Psalm 37:24



popularized, God permits evil—permits that which He hates to accomplish that which He loves; 

He brings glory to Himself by sustaining all that is, even evil kings.24 

 Earlier in the Old Testament, when Moses led people out of Egypt, God not only 

sustained them by day and by night with a pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire, but also in bread 

day by day.25 God is the sustainer of good, of evil and all that is, for by him all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities—all things.26 God opens His hand and satisfies the desire of every living thing.27 He 

sustains all things for His glory, even that which we cannot fathom to be for good.  So we have, 

Jehovah-Naheh, God our judge; Jehovah-Shammah and El’roi, God our omnipresent provider 

and Jeho-Ahaz’, God our sustainer. 

Emmanuel

 He is also Emmanuel, He is with us.28 God becoming a man is the pinnacle of who He is 

for us and for Himself. Jesus is the promised King, the greatest of all fulfilled prophecies and 

promises. In your presence there is fullness of joy.29 All of who God is, God the judge, God the 

provider, God the sustainer, God omnipotent, God omnipresent is Christ. All of who He is, is 

with you. 

The Problem

9

24 Daniel 4:24-33  

25 Exodus 13:21-22, Exodus 16:4-5

26 Colossians 1:16-18

27 Psalm 145:16 

28 Matthew 1:23 

29 Psalm 16:11



As I said previously, here, where I stand is clinging to the unchangeable character of the 

one who is who He says He is. When I face what is to follow, God is good, He is near and He is 

able. Despite the immensity and faithfulness of God’s names, there is a place where theologians, 

philosophers, intellects, thinkers and even feelers get stuck with their understanding of the nature 

and character of who God is, in light of their pain. As Hume continues, “Why is there any misery 

at all in the world? Not by chance surely. From some cause then. Is it from the intention of the 

deity? But he is perfectly benevolent. Is it contrary to his intention? But he is almighty. Nothing 

can shake the solidity of this reasoning, so short, so clear, so decisive.”30 

 It is concluded, from my understanding, that there are two categories of suffering; that 

which happens to those trusting in Jesus as their savior and that which happens to those who are 

not. I am going to more strongly address the latter because currently, the greatest burden I have 

faced is the suffering that does not remind those of the end of it all in Christ. Although, I have 

suffered the loss of my father at a young age, I see the end. I know that one day there will be no 

more tears, no more death, no more mourning and I long for that day with great anticipation but 

there are those who don’t know there is such a day.31 There are those who are trusting in things 

that will not last to be their hope, to be their joy and to be their rest. 

 Nothing breaks my heart more than to grapple with the damnation of the unreached. But 

even more so, the pain and suffering of those who do not know Christ in this lifetime, followed 

by the pain and suffering in eternal damnation. For example, there are little girls who do not 

know Christ, that are being raped by men, who will suffer untold misery in this lifetime not 
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30 David Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion (London: William Blackwood, 1907), 134, 140. cited from 
Alcorn, If God is Good, 18.

31 Revelation 21:4



knowing a savior and in eternity to come. How then can this little girl, or the oppressor for that 

matter, be responsible for trusting in Jesus if God has not revealed Himself to them? This is my 

tension in theology. Christians have an unsurpassing joy in midst of great trial, in Christ because 

they know that someday the pain will cease. Those who are not trusting in Christ have no way 

out. Whether it be a little girl in a tribal village who has no capacity for understanding this God-

man who can pave a way to Abba or it be a Ph. D philosopher from Oxford who has sat in church 

his whole life; both are destined to a life of alienation from God. This is the problem of evil and 

suffering I am talking about. They look but do not see, they hear but they do not perceive.32  This 

little girl is being violated and robbed of her dignity with no way out of this present suffering. 

Her oppressor is trying to be fulfilled with casual sex only to be left empty, wanting more. How 

can a good God let those two walk in emptiness without hope, not reveal himself, let them 

wallow in sin and then suffer in Hell for eternity if they never tasted the name of Christ?33 

Maybe they have heard, but have not perceived? Is it not God who reveals? How can a good God 

send them to hell for the emptiness they are saturated by? They were born into a sin nature, and 

Christ is the only way out. He is good, He is near and He is able. Christopher Hitchens, a well-

known atheist, said in The Portable Atheist34:

By trying to adjust to the findings that it once tried so viciously to ban and repress, 

religion has only succeeded in restating the same questions that undermined it in earlier 

epochs. What kind of designer or creator is so wasteful and capricious and approximate? 
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32 Isaiah 6:9, Matthew 13:13

33 Psalm 9:12

34 A book Hitchens compiled of the strongest atheistic arguments in print.



What kind of designer or creator is so cruel and indifferent? And—most of all—what 

kind of designer or creator only chooses to “reveal” himself to semi-stupefied peasants in 

desert regions?

 On the other hand, How can a good God send the sun and the rain in a tsunami wiping out that 

entire tribe who has never heard of Jesus and perish in Hell for eternity? 35 How can a good God 

rip apart families by allowing kindergarteners to get shot at a grade-school by an angry man? 

 The first intellectual response, to why a good God can send people to hell is the most 

harsh and its because mankind deserves death. We deserve to be punished for sin against a holy 

God, and there is not one who isn’t guilty, not even that little girl; there is evil in her heart.36 

Henri Blocher reminds us in his book, Evil and the Cross, that “Evil is defined in the Bible by its 

failure to conform to the wishes and commandments of God.”37 Therefore when Piper says in his 

article on the suffering and losses at the elementary school in Connecticut the following about 

how individuals should respond, we are advised to take sin seriously “..The murders of Newtown 

are a warning to me—and you. Not a warning to see our schools as defenseless, but to see our 

souls as depraved.”38 Mankind is not innocent—we all hurt and experience unjust pain and 

suffering, but we are not innocent of eternal damnation. “Every man is guilty of all the good he 
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35 Matthew 5:45 

36 Psalm 14:3

37  Blocher, 106. “That will” is referring to God’s preceptive will; namely, “On earth as it is in heaven.”**

38 Piper, A Lesson For All From Newtown.



did not do.”39 The hardest response to swallow. For God to be righteous, He cannot sweep sin 

under the rug. He is good, He is near, He is able.

 One objection at this point in the argument is man’s freedom of the will, and although 

that is entirely another paper, It goes to say that humans are not robots and “eliminating choice or 

its consequences would mean eliminating people, marriage, family, and culture, and signal the 

end of meaningful life.”40 God is righteous and He cannot overlook sin, but in love He allows it 

for His own purposes.

 The second intellectual response is found in Numbers 14:18: “The LORD is long-

suffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the 

guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 

generation.”41 When Israel came out of slavery in Egypt, God put plagues on the nation, God 

revealed Himself, God released them from Pharaoh, God parted the Red Sea, God collapsed the 

sea on the Egyptian Army, God guided them day and night by clouds and fire, and God gave 

them manna each morning. God sustained them by meeting all of their needs, and they still 

forgot who He was. They forsook the laws of God, turned from Him, and worshipped idols.42 

 They abandoned God and didn’t obey the command to teach their children to walk in the 

ways of the Lord.43 This passage in Numbers makes account for the people all over the world 
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39 Generally attributed to Voltaire.

40 Alcorn, 254.

41 Bold Added

42 Exodus 7:14-12:32, Exodus 12:31-32, Exodus 14:21-22, Exodus 13:21-22, Exodus 16:4-5, Exodus 19:4-6, 
Exodus  32:7-8 

43 Deuteronomy 6:1-3 



who do not know Jesus. God established who He is and commanded His people to teach their 

offspring all that He had taught them. They disobeyed and therefore consequences would fall on 

generations to come. One generation’s failings to teach their children to walk in the ways of the 

Lord dominos into multiple peoples not knowing that God is real and that He sent His Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for His people. Sin leads to death, and former generations’ sins are leading 

to the death of nations. But God is Good, He is near and He is able.

 For some this still is not completely satisfying, it shouldn’t be. For those who feel deeply 

for the hurting and for the lost, they cannot fathom the hurt present and awaiting those who are 

not trusting in Jesus.44 We weren’t made for this. Therefore, the third and final response is our 

hope.  For one who believes and is trusting in the saving work of Christ, pain does come to an 

end.45 Jesus is the only thing that will never cease.46 And that is the greater good. “You will 

experience all kinds of hard things in this life. You might be forgotten or betrayed by the people 

you love most, but nothing that can happen to you here can deny what God has said about you 

once and for all because of Jesus’s life, death on the cross, and resurrection from the dead. God 

never forgets you.”47 No matter if you find out you are diagnosed with terminal cancer, or your 

house burns to the ground, God is working for good. Alcorn encourages believers to think toward 

eternity: “Suffering reminds us to stop taking for granted and to contemplate the larger picture. 

God intends that it draw our attention to life-and-death realities far greater than ourselves.”48 
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44 Psalm 10: 17-18 

45 Revelation 21:4  emphasis added

46 John 8:58, Revelation 1:8 emphasis added

47 Segal, Marshall. “For Those Feeling Forgotten.” No pages. Cited 13 December 2013. Online: http://
www.desiringgod.org/blog/posts/for-those-feeling-forgotten--2.

48 Alcorn, 43.
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 “But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 

Christ may rest upon me.”49  In midst of feeling hopeless for the gospel to go forth when 

thousands are dying every day and when evil and suffering are rampant, we must cling to Jesus 

as our hope, our sustenance, and our ever-present Father because He is there, for us and for the 

lost. Evil is real, and so is suffering; there is no denying its existence and pain but there is an all-

powerful and sovereign God who is Good. Therefore, somewhere in the mind of God, He must 

have a purpose for all things to be for a good we cannot see. As Mark Talbot said at the Desiring 

God national conference on suffering and the sovereignty of God in 2005,

 It isn’t just that God manages to turn the evil aspects of our world to good for those who 

love him; it is rather that He Himself brings about these evil aspects for His glory and His 

people’s good. This includes-as incredible and as unacceptable as it may currently seem-

God’s having even brought about the Nazi’s brutality at Birkenau and Auschwitz as well 

as the terrible killings of Dennis Rader and even the sexual abuse of a young child: ‘The 

LORD has made everything for its own purpose, even the wicked for the day of 

evil’ (Prov. 16:4, NASB). ‘When times are good be happy; but when times are bad, 

consider: God has made the one as well as the other’ (Eccl. 7:14, NIV).50 

The Conclusion
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49 2 Corinthians 12:9 Although when writing this Paul is talking about his own sin, failures, shortcomings, and 
inadequacies and how the gospel covers those things, it reminds the forgetful  that Jesus’s power, not their own, is 

their sufficiency.
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 Much has been said to reconcile the massive amounts of pain in the world like Hitchens 

boasts in his book God Is Not Great: “Religion comes from...the bawling and fearful infancy of 

our species, and is a babyish attempt to meet our inescapable demand for knowledge (as well as 

for comfort, reassurance, and other infantile needs).” This is true. Our attempts to understand the 

unfathomable are often childish, but our tiny hearts cannot bear that by which so many are 

weighed down. Some attempt to reconcile this pain with faulty theologies of who God is, often 

putting Him in a box; for Hitchens, it was denying God all of his life. There are believers 

misconstruing who God is by labeling Heaven and Hell in economics, or labeling God Himself 

with misunderstandings of His utter independence, not needing anything from man. Ideas and 

conceptions have been attempted throughout the ages to understand the atrocities of our reality 

but in the end, no satisfying conclusion has come to pass. Blocher agrees in the conclusion of his 

book: “Just as evil still torments people, casting a dark cloud over their happiness, polluting and 

plaguing their mind and conscience, so too the problem of evil remains without any rational 

solution.”51

 The Dissertation Edwards wrote is eye opening for those with previously small views of 

who God is and surely something of academic and spiritual encouragement. “We should ask 

ourselves, does our understanding of God—His love and wisdom and power—does it leave us 

embarrassed of God in certain passages of the Bible? Do we feel like we have to explain Him out 

of evil and suffering? If so, maybe we haven’t seen the fullness of who God really is in 
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Scripture.”52 This calls for faith and trust in that which one cannot see, “for my thoughts are not 

your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher 

than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”53 

Truthfully, we must be quicker to admit that “God died for God, not you. And that was the 

greatest possible act of love He could show you.”54 

My hope is not in the intellectual response; at some point you cast yourself on God’s names 

when the intellectual argumentation has proved failure.

 You must let the Scriptures teach you how to mourn: “How long oh LORD?”55 And that 

in the midst of suffering, Jesus is still there. He is Emmanuel. He tore the veil by becoming sin56 

so that all could bow before the Father.  There are people dying in their sin with very real hurts 

and pains. They are dying without the knowledge of Jesus Christ because generations ago God’s 

people chose to walk in sin and forsake the fountain of living water. The nations are dying 

because of sin so blessed be the feet of those who share the Good News.57 This shouldn’t keep 

anyone from hurting with those who are suffering but should propel all into a deep-seated 
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52 Segal, Marshall. “As Cool As The Other Side Of A Calvinist.” No pages. Cited 16 December 2013. Online: http://
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53 Isaiah 55:8-9

54 Piper, Twitter.

55 Psalm 6:3, Psalm 13:1, Habakkuk 1:2

56 2 Corinthians 5:21

57 Romans 10:15
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urgency for the gospel to go forth.58 Let that help us to plea, “God make us tender emissaries of 

the suffering Sovereign.”59
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“An inescapable, almost unexplainable horror that 
Scripture does not deny, dilute or diminish the 

offenses of, pain and suffering are real.”

-Paraphrased from Blocher’s conclusion in his book, Evil And The Cross
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OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis 6:9 “These are the generations of  Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his 
generation. Noah walked with God.”

Genesis 16:13 “So she called the name of  the Lord who spoke to her, ‘You are a God of  seeing,’ 
for she said, ‘Truly here I have seen him who looks after me.’”

Exodus 12:31-32 “Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by night and said, “Up, go out from 
among my people, both you and the people of  Israel; and go, serve the Lord, as you have said. 
Take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone, and bless me also!”

Exodus 13:21-22 “And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of  cloud to lead them along 
the way, and by night in a pillar of  fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by 
night. The pillar of  cloud by day and the pillar of  fire by night did not depart from before the 
people.”

Exodus 14:21-22 “Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord drove the sea 
back by a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And 
the people of  Israel went into the midst of  the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them 
on their right hand and on their left.”

Exodus 16:4-5 “Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven 
for you, and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, 
whether they will walk in my law or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, 
it will be twice as much as they gather daily.”

Exodus 19:4-6 You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 
eagles' wings and brought you to myself.  Now therefore, if  you will indeed obey my voice and 
keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is 
mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of  priests and a holy nation. These are the words that 
you shall speak to the people of  Israel.”

Exodus  32:7-8 “And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up 
out of  the land of  Egypt, have corrupted themselves. They have turned aside quickly out of  the 
way that I commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf  and have worshiped 
it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of  the 
land of  Egypt!’”

Numbers 14:18: “The LORD is long-suffering, and of  great mercy, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of  the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation.”
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Deuteronomy 6:1-3 “‘Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that the Lord 
your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going 
over, to possess it, that you may fear the Lord your God, you and your son and your son's son, by 
keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of  your life, 
and that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may 
go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the Lord, the God of  your fathers, has 
promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.’”
Deuteronomy 31:6-8 “‘Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of  them, for it is the 
Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.’ Then Moses summoned 
Joshua and said to him in the sight of  all Israel, ‘Be strong and courageous, for you shall go with 
this people into the land that the Lord has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall put 
them in possession of  it. It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not leave 
you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.’”

Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and 
do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

Psalm 6:3: “My soul also is greatly troubled.But you, O Lord—how long?” 

Psalm 9:12 “The wicked are snared in the work of  their own hands.”

Psalm 10:12 “Arise, O Lord; O God, lift up your hand; forget not the afflicted.”

Psalm 10: 17-18 “O Lord, you hear the desire of  the afflicted; you will strengthen their heart; you 
will incline your ear to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, so that man who is of  the 
earth may strike terror no more.”

Psalm 13:1: “How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face 
from me?”

Psalm 14:3 “they have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt;there is none who 
does good, not even one.”

Psalm 16:11 “you make known to me the path of  life; in your presence is fullness of  joy; at your 
righthand are pleasures forevermore.”

Psalm 37:24 “Though he fall, he shall not be cast headlong, for the Lord upholds his hand.”

Psalm 63:8 “My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.”

Psalm 145:16 “You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of  every living thing.”

Isaiah 6:9 “And he said, “Go, and say to this people: “‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand;
keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’”
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Isaiah 41:10  “fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen 
you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 43:1-2 “But now 
thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: ‘Fear not, for I 
have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters,  
I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through 
fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.’” Isaiah 51:12-13 “I, I am he 
who comforts you; who are you that you are afraid of  man who dies, of  the son of  man who is 
made like grass, and have forgotten the Lord, your Maker, who stretched out the heavens and laid 
the foundations of  the earth, and you fear continually all the day because of  the wrath of  the 
oppressor, when he sets himself  to destroy? And where is the wrath of  the oppressor?” 

Isaiah 46:9 “I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from 
ancient times things not yet done.”

Isaiah 55:1 “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, 
buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.”

Isaiah 55:8-9 “for my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts.”

Ezekiel 48:35 “The circumference of  the city shall be 18,000 cubits. And the name of  the city 
from that time on shall be, The Lord Is There.”

Daniel 2:47 “The king answered and said to Daniel, ‘Truly, your God is God of  gods and Lord of 
kings, and a revealer of  mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this mystery.’”

Daniel 4:24-33 “This is the interpretation, O king: It is a decree of  the Most High, which has 
come upon my lord the king, that you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall 
be with the beasts of  the field. You shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and you shall be wet 
with the dew of  heaven, and seven periods of  time shall pass over you, till you know that the 
Most High rules the kingdom of  men and gives it to whom he will. And as it was commanded to 
leave the stump of  the roots of  the tree, your kingdom shall be confirmed for you from the time 
that you know that Heaven rules.Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to you: break 
off  your sins by practicing righteousness, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the oppressed, 
that there may perhaps be a lengthening of  your prosperity.” All this came upon King 
Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of  twelve months he was walking on the roof  of  the royal palace of  
Babylon, and the king answered and said, “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my 
mighty power as a royal residence and for the glory of  my majesty?” While the words were still in 
the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: 
The kingdom has departed from you, and you shall be driven from among men, and your 
dwelling shall be with the beasts of  the field. And you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and 
seven periods of  time shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules the kingdom 
of  men and gives it to whom he will.” Immediately the word was fulfilled against 
Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from among men and ate grass like an ox, and his body was wet 
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with the dew of  heaven till his hair grew as long as eagles' feathers, and his nails were like birds' 
claws.”

Jonah 4 “But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry.  And he prayed to the Lord and 
said, “O Lord, is not this what I said when I was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to 
flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. Therefore now, O Lord, please take my 
life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.”  And the Lord said, “Do you do well to be 
angry?”  Jonah went out of  the city and sat to the east of  the city and made a booth for himself  
there. He sat under it in the shade, till he should see what would become of  the city.  Now the 
Lord God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly glad because of  the plant. 7 But 
when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it 
withered.  When the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on 
the head of  Jonah so that he was faint. And he asked that he might die and said, “It is better for 
me to die than to live.”  But God said to Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry for the plant?” And 
he said, “Yes, I do well to be angry, angry enough to die.”  And the Lord said, “You pity the 
plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow, which came into being in a night 
and perished in a night.  And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more 
than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also much cattle?”

Habakkuk 1:2 “O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? Or cry to you 
‘Violence!’ and you will not save?”

NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew 1:23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel (which means, God with us).”

Matthew 5:45 “So that you may be sons of  your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun 
rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.”

Matthew 13:13 “This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and 
hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.”

Matthew 28:20 “Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of  the age.”

Luke 18:4-8 “ For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear 
God nor respect man,  yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that 
she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’”  And the Lord said, “Hear what the 
unrighteous judge says.  And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? 
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Will he delay long over them?  I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when 
the Son of  Man comes, will he find faith on earth?””

Luke 11:13 “If  you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”

John 1:14 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of  the only Son from the Father, full of  grace and truth.”

John 6:35 “Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of  life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, 
and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.”

John 8:58 “Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 

John 14:6 “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.”

Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of  the glory of  God.”

Romans 6:23 “For the wages of  sin is death, but the free gift of  God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.”

Romans 8:28 “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose.”

Romans 10:15 “And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful 
are the feet of  them that preach the Gospel of  peace, and bring glad tidings of  good things!”

2 Corinthians 5:21 “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of  God.”

Ephesians 1:9 “Making known to us the mystery of  his will, according to his purpose, which he 
set forth in Christ” 

Colossians 1:16-18 “For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 
him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the 
head of  the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything 
he might be preeminent.”

Colossians:1:17 “And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”

2 Timothy 4:1 “I charge you in the presence of  God and of  Christ Jesus, who is to judge the 
living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom.”
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Hebrews 1:3 “He is the radiance of  the glory of  God and the exact imprint of  his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of  his power.”

Hebrews 2:10 “For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing 
many sons to glory, should make the founder of  their salvation perfect through suffering.”

Isaiah 53:3 “He was despised and rejected by men; a man of  sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.”

Isaiah 53:11 “Out of  the anguish of  his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall 
the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their 
iniquities.”

Isaiah 53:12 “Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil 
with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the 
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of  many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.”

 Romans 14:7–9 “ For none of  us lives to himself, and none of  us dies to himself.  For if  we live, 
we live to the Lord, and if  we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we 
die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of  
the dead and of  the living.”

Hebrews 9:27 “And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment.”

1 Peter 1:19 “But with the precious blood of  Christ, like that of  a lamb without blemish or spot.”

1 John 3:19-20 “By this we shall know that we are of  the truth and reassure our heart before him;  
for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything.”

1 John 4:16-20 “ So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is 
love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this is love perfected 
with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of  judgment, because as he is so also are we 
in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. We love because he first loved 
us. If  anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his 
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.”

Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and 
who is to come, the Almighty.”

Revelation 21:4 “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.”
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